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quickly spread.    My establishment, my quality, and, above

all, tay name. Insured me an hospitable reception, although
I knew not a single individual, and, of course, had not a
single letter. I did not er.courage their attentions, and

went nowhere, except to the opera, which opened with the
carnival. 1 have a passion for instrumental music, but I
admire little the human voice, which appears to me, with
all our exertions, a poor instrument. Sense and sentiment,
too, are always sacrificed to dexterity and caprice. A grand
orchestra fills my mind with ideas; I forget everything in
the stream of invention. A prima donna is very ravishing;
but while I listen I am a mere man of the world, or hardly
sufficiently well bred to conceal my weariness.

The effect of music upon the faculty of invention is a
subject on which I have long curiously observed and deeply
meditated. It is a finer prelude to creation than to execu-
tion. It is well to meditate upon a subject under the in-
fluence of music, but to execute we should be alone, and
supported only by our essential and internal strength. Were
I writing, music would produce the same effect upon me as
wine. I should for a moment feel an unnatural energy and
fire, bat, in a few minutes, I should discover that I sha-
dowed forth only phantoms; my power of expression would
die away, and my pen would fall upon the insipid and life-
less page. The greatest advantage that a writer can derive
from music is, that it teaches most exquisitely the art of
development. It is in remarking the varying recurrence of
a great composer to the same theme, that a poet may learn
how to dwell upon the phases of a passion, how to exhibit
a mood of mind under all its alternations, and gradually to
pour forth the full tide of feeling.

The last week of the carnival arrived, in which they
attempt to compress all the frolic that should be diffused
over the rest of the forty days, which, it must be confessed,
are dull enough. At Venice the beauty and the wildness